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A Monthly Newsletter of Iao United Church of Christ  

 

Jesus, the Light of the World, as we celebrate your birth, 
may we begin to see the world in the light of understanding you 
give us. As you chose the lowly, the outcasts, and the poor to 
receive the greatest news the world had ever known, so may we 
worship you in meekness of heart. May we also remember our 

brothers and sisters less fortunate than ourselves in this season 
of giving. Amen. 
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December Birthdays 
 
12.1 Alice Inoyue 
 
12.3 Timothy Stewart 
 
12.5 Betsy Scheller 
 
12.7 Jane Akitake 
 
12.8 Lynn Krieg 
 
12.12 Karen Moody 
 
12.20 Jaymina Bathin 
 
12.25 Jesus! 

 

December Lectionary  

 
 

Dec. 4     Second Sunday of Advent 
 Isa 11:1-10 

 Ps 72:1-7, 18-19 

 Rom 15:4-13 

 Matt 3:1-12 

 Vision of Peace 

 

Dec. 11   Third Sunday of Advent 
 Isa 35:1-10 

 Ps 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55 

 James 5:7-10 

 Matt 11:2-11 

 Heartbeat of Justice 

 

Dec. 18    Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Isa 7:10-16 

 Ps 80:1-7, 17-19 

 Rom 1:1-7 

 Matt 1:18-25 

 God With Us 

 Christmas Fund Offering 

  

Isa 52:7-10 

 Ps 98 

 Heb 1:1-14, (5-13) 

 John 1:1-14 

 
The lesson in bold is the focus of both the mes-
sage of the day and any Sunday School lesson; 
the italicized title is the theme for the Sunday 
service. ● 

Dec. 25   Christmas Day 

December 21, the longest night of the year (winter Solstice) Iao 
UCC will host their annual Blue Christmas Service at 7 p.m. A 
host of Wailuku UCC ministers will join Rev. Dr. Roxanne White-
Light in a service of comfort for those who may not be up for all 
the hussle, bussle and cheer of the Christmas season. Service 
will be held in the sanctuary at 7:00 pm Wednesday, Dec 21 
and/or may be viewed on our Facebook live feed. (Iaoucc.org 
and click on facebook link) 

Returning after 3 (long) years will be our Christmas Eve Candlelight service at 7 
p.m. on December 24. Pastor Roxanne WhiteLight will share the story that never 
gets old through scripture readings and the songs that live in our hearts. Pastor 
Jack will be at the piano, organ or maybe even guitar. Please join us in the sanctu-
ary, or on line. And always remember, no matter who you are or where you are on 
life's journey, you are welcome here. 
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Shannon’s Scoop | Moderator’s Notes 
 

 

 

 

“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.”- Psalm 136:1 

 

 

Aloha Iao UCC Family & Friends, 
 

I hope this newsletter finds you all in good health and great spirits. Can you believe that it’s Decem-
ber already and that we are almost at the end of 2022?!!!  
 

As I reflect on this year and look forward to the holiday sea-
son, my heart is filled with so much gratitude. I am truly grate-
ful to God for blessing me with all that I have. I am thankful to 
be the Moderator of this amazing church where I can make a 
difference. I am grateful to be able to worship in a place 
where I am loved and accepted for who I am. I am so thankful 
to have a loving and supportive wife, Jaime, who always en-
courages me to continue to share from my heart, who is my 
greatest supporter and who truly is the wind beneath my 
wings. I am so grateful to have healthy and loving children, 
Kelsey and Cody, who inspire me to live courageously in my 
true authentic self. I am thankful for my grandson Liam, who 
makes my heart melt and brings out that unconditional love. I 
love you all with all of me and I thank God each day for every 
one of you. 

 

As we move through the Holidays, I am reminded again about the 
true reason for the season. Christmas is all about Christ!!! May we 
always remember and be grateful for the birth of that precious child. 
May we place priority on the CHRIST in CHRISTMAS and less im-
portance on the receiving of more material gifts. 

 

Let us all find some time to quiet our 
minds and hearts during this busy time of 
the year to reflect on all that God has 
blessed us with.  Each day is a true gift 
from up above. Let us focus on what 
“gifts” we choose to share with one anoth-
er and our community. 
 

I look forward to watching us grow togeth-
er in this new year.  
May we all know the wonders of God’s 
love during the holidays and each day 
thereafter. 

 

“May the God of Hope fill you with Joy and Peace.” - Roman’s 15:13 

 

With Love and Blessings, 
Shannon Ribao 

Moderator 
 

Shannon with wife Jaime 

Our moderator with son, Cody and 
daughter, Kelsey 

Proud Nana with grandson, 
Liam.  



4 

 

 

Christmas Fund 
 “Overwhelmed with Joy”, taken from Matthew 2:10, is this 
year’s theme for the annual Christmas Fund also referred to as 
Veterans of the Cross. This is the last of the five major contribu-
tions we give nationally. The Christmas Fund has been caring 
for active and retired clergy and lay employees of the United 
Church of Christ for over 100 years. It provides emergency 
grants, supplementation of small annuities and health premi-
ums, and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks every December 
to supplement our retirees’ incomes. The Stewarding Communi-
ty humbly asks if you can contribute to the Christmas Fund 
during the month of December. Envelopes are located on the 
back table in the sanctuary. If mailing or dropping off your 

donation to the church office please note “Christmas Fund” in the memo portion of your 
check. 
 

 

 
Income October 2022  Actual  Budget  YTD Income  YTD Budget YTD Expense 
Regular Offerings and Pledges $9,653  $9,500  $160,078 $95,000 $137,997  
 
Expenses’ October 2022 $8,150   
                  
 Net Income  $1,503                              
   The full financial report is located in the church office for review.   
                 
Be aware. We do not have a minister or their additional expenses, our insurance has increased by $2,000 a month 
over the past five years. Our year to date budget is good. As we look into 2023 we need to look at these additional 
expenses and how to cover them.  
 
Looking at the bright side we may have a County Fair next year. For further explanation and or questions, contact  
Warren Orikasa at 808-276-8089 or email, worikasa@gmail.com 

The Iao UCC Ohana donated  
$325.00 USD to Hawaii  
Conference United Church 
of Christ  
Neighbors in Need during the month of November 2022. 
With Blessings and Appreciation from the Stewarding 
Community  



5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
As we plan, wait and prepare this advent season for the 
coming of the Christ Child, our altar has been dressed-up 
and waiting also. Many thanks to the Worshiping Com-
munity for the beautiful setting 
they have created.  
 
Along with this time of waiting, 
we hope you will join us in our 

worship services. Not only will we have a number of wonderful min-
isters filling our pulpit but the air will also be filled with beautiful 
and special live musical presentations. 

Besides always needing food or cash donations, there are a few  
items that would help make our volunteers job a bit easier. That in-
cludes: egg cartons, (if they arrive with the eggs even better,) card-
board boxes, bigger than soda boxes, broken down if possible 
(Amazon/Costco), platform cart, volunteers for Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and/or Friday for an hour or two or more. Items may be 
brought to church on Sunday mornings, dropped off at office during 
week, or if need to be picked up call the food pantry at 808.446.7537. 

The food pantry at Iao UCC is open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Please call 808.446.7535 to arrange a pick up time. 

December Worship Responsibilities: 
  Dec 4  Dec 11       Dec 18   Dec 25    

Pulpit   Rev.Dr. Chaplain      Rev.Dr.             Rev.Dr. 

Supply  Jack Belsom Tim Greathouse  Roxanne WhiteLight Roxanne WhiteLight  

 

Usher/  Dawna Jane       Jane   Jane 

Greeter Krueger Tesoro       Tesoro   Tesoro     

Adult         Carley 

Reader         Defang        

Young adult/      Makelyn 

Youth Reader      Johannes           

Aloha Hour           Youlida Yoruw                       
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Cori and Al visited us 10/30/22. This note was dated: 11/14/22 

Dear Iao Church, 
My husband and I felt so warmly welcomed at your 
Sunday worship service during our recent vacation to 
Maui. Thank you for greeting us, remembering us from 
last year & doing such important ministry in your local 
community, We did not have cash or a check to place in 
the offering, but please add this small donation.  
      Shalom Cori & Al Roehl 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Always keeping our ground safe and sound B&G work in November: 
 
1) Painted Kanda Hall asphalt shingles to stop water from dripping into Kanda Hall.  
 
2) Picked up Food Bank supplies, dropped off at Kanda Hall and restocked pantry.  
 
3) African Tulip tree next to the Bell Tower was cut down Nov.12th and 19th. There were ap-
proximately 17 Kosrae Itawi people helping with the clean-up.  
 Special thank you to Jeromy Palik, Kosrae Itawi President who used Chuck's  Landscap-
ing boom truck, chipper and chainsaws to trim down the African Tulip  down. 
Workers: Danny Johannes, Ringsley Cornelius, JCJuno Obet, Shrew Monkey, Behonest Wichep, 
Sonny Yoruw, Joshua Yoruw, CJ Petrus, Akira Olmos, Steven Olmos,  
D-Boy Defang, Carson Defang, Aliksa. 
 
4) Helped remove plants and cleaned around the exterior of David and Grace Murata's house in 
preparation for fumigating their house.  

Work of the Buildings and 
Ground Community is never 

ending. Scenes from the  
taking down of the diseased  

African Tulip Tree  
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Not sure if there was music in back ground on this 
rainy day in November, but how about “Raindrops 
Keep Falling on My Head”, “Don’t Stop the Rain”, 
“Have You Ever Seen the Rain”, “November Rain”, or 
“Singin’ in the Rain”? Whether there was music or 
not, the children had fun watching, digging, painting 
and playing during and after all those drops came 
down. 

We want to send out a big Mahalo and a super 
big hug to all of our anonymous members and 
friends who have donate so very much to  our 
congregation. The list is long and extensive. 
We know these people don’t want to be identi-
fied but  they are a big part of what makes us 
who we are as deployed people of God.  Again, 
Thank you, Mahalo and God bless! 
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The Stewarding Com-
munity would like to 

thank Kayla Bathin who 
so willingly accepted 
her call to be a youth 
witnessing steward. 

She delivered her mes-
sage on Sunday, Octo-
ber 30 and relayed her 

positive experience 
growing up at Iao UCC. 
She especially remem-

bers attending Iao 
UCC’s tutoring program 
and was very grateful 

for all the help and 
guidance she received 
from the nice volunteer 

tutors. 

Our Good Neighbors, Stewards of Iao UCC 2022  
 

On November 6, as part of the Stewarding Campaign, the Stewarding Community honored five 
neighbors as our beloved stewards of Iao UCC. We are blessed to have kind and thoughtful neigh-
bors who help keep our church campus safe and welcoming to our church members, preschool 
keiki and staff, as well as to visitors and guests to our church. These neighbors communicate often 
with the Buildings and Grounds team and report damages or harmful activities that they observe 
occurring on church property which results in negative impacts on church resources. We extend 
our deep appreciation to these caring neighbors: Vanessa Senkaya, Nur Gibson, Uilani Carpio and 
Karen and Bo Mahoe. 
   

The Stewarding Com-
munity was also very 

honored and privileged 
to have our former 

pastor, the Reverend 
Dr Jack Belsom to 
serve as our guest 

steward. In the picture, 
Pastor Jack is holding 
up a “dream catcher” 
during his sermon, ti-
tled, “Stewarding the 
Dream” on Steward-

ship Sunday on  
November 13.  

Infinite Possibilities Cake: 
This beautiful cake with the steward-
ing theme for 2023 "Infinite Possibili-
ties" was provided by the Stewarding 
Community on Stewardship Sunday, 

November 13. It was a way to thank all 
of you for supporting Iao UCC with 

your yearly pledges and also for vol-
unteering your time and talents to 

make Iao UCC a comforting and joy-
ous place for all of us. 
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Uilani Carpio has been a 
lifelong resident of   

Vineyard Street. She was  
employed by Craft Drug 

Store for 21 years and re-
tired from Valley Isle  

Motors after working in 
payroll and the service 

department. In  
retirement, she volun-

teers at St. Anthony 
Church in addition to  
being a kind -hearted 

caretaker of our Iao UCC. 

Katherine Hashiro shares a painting 
by Nur Gibson,  a longtime resident 
of Vineyard Street who  has lived in 
this neighborhood for 42 years. She 
has a daughter who lives on Maui 
and a son who resides in Oregon. 

She enjoys taking care of the flowers 
and plants in the church yard. Nur is 
also a talented artist and painted a 

picture of our church which hangs in 
the church office. 

Vanessa Senkaya moved 
to Vineyard Street after 

living in Kihei for 26 
years. She worked at 

Maui Memorial Hospital 
as a medical assistant 

for three years and  later 
at the Mandara Spa at the 

Wailea Beach Marriott 
Hotel as an esthetician 

and reflexologist. 

Bo and Karen Mahoe are neighbors on the Main Street side of our 
church.  

Cummins “Bo” Mahoe served in the Vietnam War right out of high 
school. After 2 years in the army, he returned to Hawaii and worked 

for the U.S. postal service as a letter carrier for two decades and  
retired 3 years ago as the postmaster of Kaunakakai Post Office on 

Molokai.  During his retirement, he is actively helping veterans-  
first on Molokai with Koa Kahiko, a nonprofit organization of Molokai 

based veterans, and since living on Maui, he volunteers at the  
outreach services at the Maui VA Clinic. Bo currently  

  serves on the board of directors at the Nisei Veterans Center. 
Karen Mahoe is also involved with military veterans and their fami-
lies.  Karen works as an office assistant at the Hawaii State Office of 
Veterans Services. In her spare time, she enjoys hula and making lei, 
as well as crafting, reading, travelling, and spending time with family 

and friends.  
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Newsletter position has been filled. Still looking for help sending out birthday greetings. 
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Shelter Dinner 

 

 

 

 

AA 7-8(K) 

Stand-Up 
Maui 2:30-6

(K) 
 

 

 

 

Micronesian 
Women’s 

Group 6-7(K) 

 

Blue  
Christmas  
Service 

 7:00 pm  
Host of UCC Ministers 

filling Pulpit 

 

 

Happy Day AFG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Day 
AFG 9 am (K) 

 

 

 

  
 

5:45 Zoom 

 

 

 

Happy Day 
AFG 9 am (K) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MFG District 
Meeting 5:30-

7:30 (K) 
MCA 6:30-8:30

(S) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Day 
AFG 9 am (K) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Micronesian 
Women’s 

Group 6-7(K) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Micronesian 
Women’s 

Group 6-7(K) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Micronesian 
Women’s 

Group 6-7(K) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Micronesian 
Women’s 

Group 6-7(K) 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

AA 7-8(K) 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

AA 7-8(K) 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

AA 7-8(K) 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

AA 7-8(K) 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

AA 7-8(K) 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

AA 7-8(K) 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

AA 7-8(K) 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

AA 7-8(K) 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

MCA 6:30-8:30
(S) 

MCA 6:30-8:30
(S) 

MCA 6:30-8:30
(S) 

  Filling the Pulpit  
Rev.Dr. Jack 

 Belsom 

  Filling the Pulpit 
Chaplain Tim 
Greathouse 

  Filling the Pulpit 
Rev.Dr.Roxanne 

WhiteLight 

  Filling the Pulpit 
Rev.Dr.Roxanne 

WhiteLight   Filling the Pulpit 
Rev.Dr.Roxanne 

WhiteLight 

7 pm 

 

 

AA 7-8 (K) 

Member  
Visitation 1:30  
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Address Services Requested 

Iao United Church of Christ 

2371 W. Vineyard Street 

Wailuku, HI 96793–1626 

(808) 244-7353 

iaoucc@hawaiiantel.net 
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Iao United Church of Christ 
 2371 W. Vineyard Street 
 Wailuku, HI 96793–1626 
 

 Office phone: (808) 244–7353 
 Office hours: Mon. to Fri., 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

     Food Pantry phone : (808)446-7537 
Pantry  hours: M,T,TH,F 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Email: iaoucc@hawaiiantel.net 

Website: iaoucc.org 

facebook.com/groups/iaoucc/ 

   IN PERSON & VIRTUAL SUNDAY WORSHIP   9:30 A.M. 
   Pastor      Vacant 
   Moderator      Shannon Ribao 
   Church Admin  Theresa Supera 
   Choir Director & Pianist Vacant 
   Newsletter    Dawna Krueger 

   Iao Preschool Director Flerida Iniba 
  

You are always welcome at Iao UCC.                      
We are a people of God living and sharing the love 

of Christ through words and actions. 
  

 
If you no longer wish to     
receive this newsletter, 
check this box to mark as: 
“Return to Sender.” 


