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As I reflect on this past year in our life together, I’m filled with gratitude, 
I’m holding grief, and I’m so VERY hopeful… all at the same time.  That 
holy mix has shaped our worship, our relationships, and our witness and 
our beloved ‘Īao UCC! 
 
Together, we have created worship that engages the whole body and 
soul—from Epiphany stars to Easter sunrise, from Pride Sunday’s 
Rainbow Communion to Advent’s candles of Hope, Peace, Joy, and 
Love. Our keiki, youth, young adults, kūpuna, musicians, guest 
preachers, and long-time leaders all helped shape a story that could only 
belong to this community. We didn’t just attend worship—we embodied it 
together. 
 
We also held one another through tender moments: memorials, hospital 
visits, listening circles, Blue Christmas, prayers, cards, and quiet 
presence. Much of this holy work happened behind the scenes, carried by many caring hearts. 
 
Our life together continues to be richly formed by culture and community. We honored kūpuna, 
remembered Kalaupapa, celebrated Gospel Day with our Kosraean community, rejoiced in our 130th 
anniversary, and found joy in shared meals, music, laughter, and service. Beyond our walls, we 
showed up for justice, peace, and dignity; we carried signs and blew bubbles and spoke the truth to 
power—seeking faithfulness rather than comfort. I’ve been so proud to be part of the partnership with 
our Kosraean faith community - making a home far from their place of origin, but where their children 
are as “local” Maui as the next kid! 
 
This year also asked us to grow. We renewed our understanding of stewardship as joyful participation 
of time talent and treasure.  We strengthened leadership and systems, and named honestly where 
shared responsibility matters for sustainability. We welcomed visitors and new members whose gifts 
and questions make us a richer, more vibrant community.  
 
Through it all, God has been faithful. As we release one season and bless what is emerging, may we 
continue to trust the Spirit who calls us to love boldly, live generously, and reflect God’s full-spectrum 
love in the world. 
 
(Continued on next page) 
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(continued from page 1)  
 
I will miss you!  I will miss the smiles and hugs and 
laughter.  I will miss the tears and struggles and 
determination.  I will miss our beautiful sanctuary 
filled with beautiful people who welcome warmly 

and love extravagantly.  But I know that God has 
amazing things being crafted as only God can… 
and Pastor Kalani is a wonderful gift to move us 
forward in faith, hope and love… so I say ”a hui 
hou” with gratitude, grief and hope… all at the same 
time. 
 
Mahalo nui loa. Kulo. 
Arigatou. And Thank you all! 
— Pastor Lauren 
 

Kalani’s Komments 

By Kahu Kalani Wong 
 

One of the hymns sung during the January 18th 
service was “Here I Am Lord”. As we sang the 
refrain, I couldn’t help but ponder just what these 
words are telling me right now as I begin the new 
role as bridge pastor. 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
I would have to say it’s the same feeling that I got 
when I was ordained 35½ years ago…be faithful for 
God has a call for you.  You don’t know where, or to 
what he has in mind, but know that He will never 
leave you nor forsake you. 
 
We each have a call to be a servant in God’s 
kingdom, to serve in greater ways than we think we 
can.  Maybe it’s serving on one of our communities, 
or bagging fresh food at the food pantry, maybe 
lending a hand on workdays or providing snacks at 
Aloha Hour.  It doesn’t take much skill or talent, just 
a faithful heart.  Won’t you join me in discovering 
how you can heed God’s call? 
 
On Sunday, February 22, we will have a service of 
release for Pastor Lauren and a service of 
commitment for me.  Please join me as we commit 
to serving God here at ‘Īao UCC. 

 

February 1: 4th Sunday after Epiphany 
   (Communion Sunday & Epiphany!) 
Title: Blessed are You 
Preacher: Pastor Lauren 
Scripture: Matthew 5:1-12 
Greeter: Warren Orikasa 
Readers: Joyleen Phillip, Bonnie Ichimaru 
Musician: Christophe Javon 
Aloha Hour: Awai-Stewart ‘Ohana 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
  
February 8: 5th Sunday after Epiphany 
Title: Super Sunday Savvy 
Preacher: Pastor Lauren 
Scripture: Isaiah 58:1-12 
Greeter: Dawna Krueger 
Readers: Joyleen Phillip, Bonnie Ichimaru 
Musician: Christophe Javon 
Aloha Hour: Jane Tesoro, Joy Yamaoka 

J & W Response Training 
 

February 15th: Mardi Gras Sunday 
Title: Choose Life!!! 
Preacher: Pastor Lauren 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
Greeter: Warren Orikasa 
Readers: Joyleen Phillip, Bonnie Ichimaru 
Musician: Dale Schwarz and Ann Barclay-

Rovner 
Aloha Hour: Katherine Hashiro, Carolyn 

Kamidoi 
 
February 22: 1st Sunday of Lent 
Liturgy of Release for Pastor Lauren 
Liturgy of Commitment for Kahu Kalani 
Title: Into the Unknown 
Preacher: Pastor Kalani 
Scripture: Genesis 12:1-3 
Greeter: Warren Orikasa 
Readers: Joyleen Phillip, Bonnie Ichimaru 
Musician: Maki Nemoto 
Aloha Hour: Kosrae Etawi 
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Within the Congregational Church tradition, the responsibility for determining the direction of the 
church lies with its members. Through active participation in committees, boards, or—as is the case 
for our congregation— communities, members shape the future of our church and help ensure its 
vitality. These communities are entrusted with planning and overseeing their specific areas of 
responsibility, or kūleana, so that our church may flourish and genuinely embody God’s community, 
whether within our pews or out in the broader world. 
 
As we prepare to gather for our annual meeting on Sunday, February 1st, let us take time to recognize 
and celebrate the collective efforts we have made together. The following are the written reports from 
each community which will be shared during this gathering. We encourage everyone to read these 
reports thoughtfully, to reflect on our growth over the past year, and to honor the dedication and hard 
work of each community member. 
 

Buildings and Grounds Community 
 
The Buildings and Grounds Community has dedicated significant effort to improving and maintaining 
our church facilities over the past year. Renovations have been carried out in Fujitomo Hall to prepare 
the space for rental to a new tenant, ensuring that the area is welcoming and functional. Concurrently, 
work in Endo Hall has supported the relocation of the church office, providing a suitable and 
organized environment for our administrative needs. 
 
In addition to these major projects, the community has focused on routine maintenance across the 
church campus. These tasks are essential for upholding the safety and cleanliness of our facilities, 
allowing members and visitors to enjoy a secure and inviting environment. The ongoing commitment 
of the Buildings and Grounds Community is vital to the stewardship of our church property and the 
support of our wider mission. 
 
January:  Paul Lackey put in a new Kanda kitchen door and security screen door with 

modifications to fit the rough door opening, which was lower than the standard door 
opening. 

 
February: 1. Endo Hall termite fumigation. Cost: $12,000 
 2. Dan repaired Fujitomo stair railing. 
 3. Fujitomo office for lease sign is up. 
 4. The office moves to Endo 
 5. Dan and crew repaired Endo lanai floor. 
 6. Daniel Hadley worked on screen windows w/ Maverick 
 7. Endo Hall was painted inside and outside. 
 
May: Nancy Disher and HI Rebuild Maui with 13 volunteers from 

the Mainland came to help a Habitat for Humanity project for the Lāhainā Wildfire 
recovery effort (Aug. 8 2023), but the project was not ready, so our church was lucky to 
have HI Rebuild help us put a fresh coat of paint on the exterior of Fujitomo Hall. Perfect 
timing just before our new tenant Roy Binder’s School for Strings moves in. 

June: Church Workday cleaning the sanctuary, Kanda Hall, Endo Hall, and pressure washing 
the exterior wall of the sanctuary. 

 
 
(continued on next page) 3 



(continued from previous page) 
 
July: 1. Youth from Lānaʻi Union Church came to vacation on Maui and in exchange to stay at  

Kanda Hall, we had them work by having them dig out old stepping stones by the 
sanctuary lanai, re-setting and adding additional stones so it’s more walkable and 
safer. 

 2. Concrete block steps were built for Fujitomo Hall back door. 
  
Sept.-Nov  Due to wood rot, repair to the Kanda Hall handicap ramp and railing were done. Primer 

and 2 coats of paint were applied. 
 

‘Īao Preschool 
 
Staff as of January 2026 

Fley Iniba- FT Director, Michelle Evans- FT Teacher, Haley 
Shimada- FT Teacher, Amber Johnston- PT Teacher’s Aide, Ali 
Costa- FT Assistant Teacher, Melanie Patao- FT Cook/Aide, 
Estrellita Laloulu- PT Custodian/ Kitchen Helper, Lewis Ruffin- 
PT Janitor  
 

Preschool Community Team 
Tim Stewart- IPS Community Chair, Bert Akitake- IPS 
Community Finance Chair, Sanoe Awai- Secretary, Susan King- 
Church Member, Fley Iniba- IPS Director, Irina Constantinescu- 
Parent Representative, Simiko Hiram- Parent Representative 

 
Highlights for Budget with the help with GRANT monies for the 
year 2025 for staff and center needs…. 

• We re-visited our accreditation status and slowly moved 
along. We have a mentor that is paid for by a GRANT 
program (HECAP) so that the preschool doesn’t have to 
pay. We have passed our Recognition Stage ($500 fee 
covered by GRANT) and are moving on to Accreditation 
process. 

• We received a GRANT from HARP (Hawaii Accreditation 
Reimbursement Project) in the amount of $30,844.00 to 
help purchase more center materials for the children and 

playground structure replacement and labor. 
• Staff received GRANT Scholarship from Maui 

Family Services and Baby STEPS for 3 staff 
to attend Big Island Conference and were 
covered for Registration, Flight Fares and 
Hotel fees. 

• Staff received GRANT in December from 
Hawaiʻi Early Childhood Workforce for a one-
time bonus for all teaching staff in the 
amount of $13,750.00 

  

A grant was received to buy an easel and a mud 
kitchen to add to our outdoor environment. The 
children have been enjoying creating paintings and 
using the mud kitchen.  
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Justice and Witnessing Community 
Submitted by Gerald Montano, Chair 
 
The Justice and Witnessing Committee is dedicated to raising awareness around issues of social 
justice by empowering congregations to develop strategies addressing social injustice and by giving 
resources to Congregation in their struggle for justice and peace.  This report outlines our activities, 
achievements, challenges, and ongoing goals over the past year, and presents recommendations for 
future directions, seeking the guidance and partnership of the Church Council. 
 
Community Purpose and Mandate 
The Justice and Witnessing Committee serves as the 
congregation’s conscience for matters of social justice, inclusion, 
and faithful presence in the world. Our mandate is to: 

• Encourage the congregation in all its expressions to speak 
prophetically on matters of justice, power, and public policy 

• Assist the Congregation in all its expressions to confront 
injustice and alienation in the Congregation and in society. 

• Provide support for the Congregation’s ministry of service on 
behalf of those who are poor, the forgotten and the oppressed, 
and for those marginalized by stigma and discrimination 
because of their race, sexual orientation, gender identity 
and/or expression, or their disabilities, including mental illness 
and/or addiction. 
 

Summary of Major Activities 
Over the past year, the Justice and Witnessing Committee engaged in a range of initiatives, both 
within our church community and in partnership with the wider public. 
 

• We have encouraged congregants to attend and have 
attended several protests and events throughout the year: 
o Women’s March, January 18, 2025 
o National Day of Protest, February 17, 2025 
o Transgender Day of Visibility, March 31, 2025 
o Hands Off Protest, April 5, 2025 
o No Dictators Protest, June 14, 2025 
o Good Trouble, July 17, 2025 
o Billionaires off Our Beaches, August 30, 2025 
o No Dictators Protest II, October 18, 2025 

• We hosted several informational sessions 
o Know Your Rights Training (for immigrant rights), April 13, 2025 
o Standing with Our Immigrant Neighbors (in collaboration with Indivisible Maui and Shine 

Your Light), October 8, 2025 
• Wrote Post Cards on April 13, 2025, for the following: 

o Protesting the White House 
o Supporting teacher fired from Maui Prep 
o Supporting Saran Inama (teacher who was ordered to remove an inclusive sign in the 

classroom) 
• We had a table at Aloha Pride Maui on June 14, 2025. It was worth mentioning that we were 

the only church there.  
 
(continued on next page) 

5 



(continued from previous page) 
 

• We have written postcards to encourage people to vote for November 2025 elections in 
Virginia on September 7, 2025, and October 19, 2025. I 
believe that these postcards helped pro-democracy 
candidates win these elections. 

• We have purchased a new Pride Flag to fly at the flagpole 
and affirmed the updated church sign with the Pride 
Flag to showcase our status as Open & Affirming 
congregation 

• We have helped ʻĪao UCC Council sign a letter requesting 
Home Depot change their policies restricting ICE in 
entering the store unless they have a judicial warrant. 
Cheryl Matsui was part of the delegation to meet with 
Home Depot on October 21, 2025, to discuss ways to 
protect our immigrant neighbors on Maui. They were 
well received, but no actions yet by Home Depot.   

• Updated Bylaws have been submitted to the Bylaws 
Committee on August 27, 2025 

 
Challenges Encountered 
While much was accomplished, several challenges emerged: 

• Resource Limitations: Funding constraints limited our ability 
to carry out our mission, but we have received donations, which was helpful. 

• Community Engagement: There’s only four of us initially, and there are so many opportunities 
out there (e.g., grants), but only so many personnel to do so (who also wears many hats in 
ʻĪao UCC). We did manage to grow into 12 members! 

 
Financial Overview 
Our committee operated within the allocated annual budget of $200 via donation, with our current 
amount of $225. Expenses included: 

• $75 was spent on the Aloha Pride Table 
• Paying for postage for our Postcard to Swing States Campaign. We spent 200 x $0.78 = $156.  
• We are grateful for the congregation’s generosity. 

 
Goals for Next Year 
Looking to the year ahead, the Justice and Witnessing Committee sets forth the following goals: 

• Attend more protests! 
• Plan to respond to ICE coming to worship services 
• Help pass Gender-Affirming Care Shield Law 
• Assist with upcoming elections 

 
Conclusion 
The Justice and Witnessing Committee is grateful for the continued support and visionary leadership 
of Pastor Lauren, the Church Council and congregation. As we strive to be a light for justice, mercy, 
and peace in our community and beyond, we seek the Spirit’s guidance and the partnership of all 
members in living out the Gospel’s call to justice.  We welcome questions, suggestions, and feedback 
from the Council and look forward to continuing this vital work together. 
 
  

A new sign and flag was 
installed along the Main Street 
side of our property. 
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Learning Community 
Submitted by Dawna Krueger, chair 
 
Our community membership includes Dawna Krueger, Chair, Youlida Yoruw, Shrue Sigrah, Linda 
Johannnes, Coreen Matsui-Lackey and Anela Awai-Steward who is a summer break member. 
 
Our 2025 highlights included: 

• Adding a “Little Lambs” class which are kindergarten age and under.  
• Our school aged class ranges from 3-22 children each week. 
• Palm Sunday was extra special as each child was presented with a hand-crafted wooden 

cross made by Paul Lackey. 
• In May our graduates were recognized: Anela Awai-Stewart and Shani Monkeya graduated 

from high school and Jaime Ribao from UH Maui Campus. Anela and Jaime were awarded 
the Lillian Maeda Scholarship to further their education.  

• October 19th was Children’s Sabbath with the staff, parents, and keiki of IPS attending worship 
and Sunday School.  

• Beyond Sunday School- Pastor Lauren and Auntie Dawna spend time with the preschool keiki 
with song, story and lots of conversation on a weekly basis.  

 
2026 goals- Bible Study and Confirmation 
Your pledges and offerings allow our community to do many things… 

• Purchase Curriculum 
• Present the Lillian Maeda Scholarship 
• Subsidize registration, air fares and lodging for youth to attend conferences and events on and 

off island. 
 
 
 
  

Pastor Lauren leads Sunday School on Children’s 
Sunday.  Keiki from ‘Īao Preschool were a part of the 
worship service on this special day.  

The children decorate one of the Christmas 
trees with stars which they made with 
donated buttons. 
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Stewarding Community 
Submitted by Jane Tesoro, chair 
 
Members: Anna Mayeda, Carley Defang, Gail Ideue, Linda Johannes, Youlida Yoruw and Jane 
Tesoro, Chair. 
 
Dreaming God’s Dream: no gift too small; no dream too big is the campaign theme that began late 
last year. We are very grateful for the generosity of ‘Īao UCC members’ and friends’ responses to our 
newly revised Time and Talent survey presented both in written form or QR code for online input. 
thanks to Rev. Kalani Wong’s tech skills. Caetlyn Johannes designed the survey’s graphics and 
Kalani took it to the next level with the online delivery. Gail Ideue created the temperature check 
poster that displayed the progress of responses. Even the 2026 pledge form had a makeover using 
the 130th anniversary banner photo. 
 
From October to early November our witnessing stewards Cynthia Snell, Noah Johannes and guest 
steward Kalani Wong shared inspiring messages. The gift box Kalani built opened to reveal a cross to 
remind us Christ is the foundation of our faith. Let us support ‘Īao UCC through our resources, time 
and talents.  
 
Throughout the year, our 5 for 5 Special Offerings have been very generous. We exceeded the 
previous year’s amount and hope to continue the trend in 2026. The funds sent to our Hawaiʻi 
Conference help to support missions and ministry. 
 
The Food Pantry and Shelter Dinner continue to serve the community at large. Mahalo to Susan King 
and Gail Ideue who spearhead these initiatives. The volunteers clearly work with devotion and 
boundless energy. 
 
Half of our community was new to Stewarding this year. May we continue to develop new strategies 
to support ‘Īao UCC’s mission. 

 
 
 

 
 

Guest Stewards Noah Johannes and Cynthia Snell share their manaʻo 

on “Dreaming God’s Dream”. 
The keiki help Pastor Lauren bless the pledge cards 

that were submitted on Stewardship Sunday. 
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Food Pantry 
Submitted by Susan King 
 
Our ʻĪao Food Pantry has gone through many changes over the years, mainly in getting bigger!  
When we started the food pantry was in Fujitomo Hall, in the small kitchen.  We thought we were 
doing so well. Now, at the end of 2025, we serve almost 100 families a week from a double fridge, a 
freezer and plenty pantry shelves in Kanda Hall! 
  
The Food Pantry has grown in volunteers as well. 
In 2024, the “White Truck Gang + One” (Dennis Hashiro, Warren Orikasa, Howard Ikeda, and Daniel 
Kamidoi) took their trucks and SUV to the Maui Food Bank to shop from the food bank shelves to fill 
our food pantry shelves. Now, the same group of men load the food onto pallets, and the Food Bank 
delivers it to the church. 
 
After food is delivered and the truck unloaded the next group of volunteers take care of putting the 
food away and then bagging it up ready for distribution. This list of volunteers grows and changes 
weekly but the regular group includes: Lynn Krieg, Dawna Krueger, Pam Ikeda, Kahu Dennis Barger, 
Pastor Kalani Wong, Avis Teshima-Wong, Alan Yamamoto, Dom Defang, Youlida Yoruw, Carley 
Defang, (both learning the administration part of the program), Mayleen Phillip, Satsigo Jim, Arlene 
Olmos, Kenye Obet plus many more of our Kosraean community including Pastor Shrew and then 
when school’s out it’s always a nice surprise to see the young people show up to help! 
  
A special treat was always having Pam bring in lunch for the food pantry volunteers, B&G, our office 
volunteers and beloved Pastor! 
  
We were also blessed that Emmanuel Lutheran and Ala Lani Methodist used our food pantry as 
mission projects for the year. Several of our members also make “designated donation” to the pantry. 
Your pledges and offerings allow our community to do many things… ONE highlight this year has 
been feeding 100 needy families each week. 
 
Matthew 25:35-40:  
Jesus states, “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink... 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me” 
 

 

  

The Pantry is operated solely by 
designated donations and 

volunteers. 
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Worshipping Community 
Submitted by Carolyn Kamidoi, Chair 
Committee Members: Katherine Hashiro, Rena Hayashi, Carolyn Kamidoi, Susan King, Linda 
Johannes, Mayleen Phillip, Shannon Ribao, and Jaime Ribao 
 
The Worshipping Community would like to extend heartfelt thanks to everyone who played a part in 
making our worship services meaningful and vibrant.  
 
We started 2025 with a bang!  Pastor Lauren Buck Medeiros preached her first service at ‘Īao UCC 
on January 2, 2025. 
 
Whether you served as a Greeter or reader, sound tech, usher or acolyte- or attended church in 
person or virtually from afar, your presence and participation are truly valued.  It takes the collective 
effort of our entire community to bring our services to life, and we deeply appreciate the commitment 
and support from each of you. 
 
Music is an essential part of our worship experience, and ‘Īao UCC has a longstanding reputation for 
excellence in this area.  Allocating part of our budget to music ministry ensures that we continue 
sharing inspiring music that strengthens our community and keep us singing our hearts out to God, 
expressing our gratitude and praise for all we receive.  Your support helps this tradition thrive and 
continue to impact our lives, even for the years to ahead.  So, let us remember to give thanks for the 
gift of music and those who share their talents with our congregation. 
 

We want to express our heartfelt gratitude to Pastor Lauren for 
shepherding our congregation over the past year. She has been a 
beacon of bright light and joyfulness through thick and thin. Pastor 
Lauren’s positive spirit and dedication have truly enriched the life of 
our congregation. 
 
 
  

The children brought alive the Christmas 
story at our Christmas Eve Service 

Nā ‘Olapa of Hui Hula Lea grace 
our stage with a beautiful hula 

Our talented musicians fill our 
worship with their wonderful music. 
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Kosraean Community 
 
January is a good time to affirm and renew our covenant relationship with our Kosraean Community 
as a valued Mission of ‘Īao UCC.  Begun by David Murata, this community continues to thrive and 
add another beautiful diversity to our church’s commitment to extravagant welcome 
 
Not only do we have ‘Īao UCC members who are Kosraean, but we are blessed to provide a place for 
them to worship in their own language.  Many of them have lived here on Maui for many years.  They 
are in our schools, working in the community and bringing their own inspirational faith to our life 
together. 
 
Did you know that our Kosraeans contribute financially (almost $10,000 annually,) and this doesn’t 
take into account the “in kind” donations of work contributed to buildings and grounds, and to our food 
pantry ministry, to name just two!  
 
Kosraeans are faithful members of several communities and always eager to help when invited. Our 
worship is enhanced on the last Sunday of the month when they sing and provide delicious Aloha 
Hour refreshments.   
 
Their children populate our Sunday School and their youth regularly serve as readers in worship. 
Danny Johannes and Youlida Yoruw have both served as liaisons - and we offer our appreciation. 
 
Here are their gathering times: 

Day   Time  ` Event  Building(s) 
Sundays  3-4pm  Worship  Sanctuary 
Sundays  4-6pm  Etawi   Sanctuary, Kanda (Sunday School) 
Fridays  6-7:30pm  WCA   Sanctuary (+Kanda) 

 
Some highlights of this past year include: 

• Our Kosraean Women hosted the statewide Women’s Day event in March with singing, 
marching and gift giving. 

• Our Kosraean youth practiced for and performed cultural dances at the Maui Matsuri Festival 
in May. 

• We hosted the youth of our sister church, Lānaʻi Union in July (and the stepping stones by the 
sanctuary was their work project.) 

• We celebrated our “Gospel Day” in the morning worship at ‘Īao UCC on August 31 with a 
reader’s theater and slides to educate and acknowledge the coming of the Good News to 
Kosrae 173 years ago! 

• On Saturday, October 18, we were blessed to 
ordain and commission leaders (Deaconess 
Carley Dom Defang, Deaconess Linda 
Johannes, Deacon Danny (Goliad) Johannes, 
Lay Minister Palikun Sigrah and Lay Minister 
Jeromy Palik.)  

• We hosted the statewide Christmas celebration 
on Dec. 25 and 27. Over 500 people were part 
of the day-long singing, marching and gift giving 
in celebration of the birth of our Savior. 
 

We give thanks for this community which is part of OUR community and pray for God to bless this 
covenant partnership with continued understanding and mutual love!  



We are a people of God, living 
and sharing the love of Christ 

and reflecting that love in 
words and actions. 

 

All in the Family 
Changing of the Seasons 
 
From Christmas to Epiphany to Lent 

The Church Year starts with Advent followed by 
Epiphany. During this time, the sanctuary was 
adorned with Christmas trees, wreaths, banners, 
advent candles, a creche scene, and Christmas 
stockings courtesy of our ‘Īao Preschool keiki. After 
service on January 18, all these decorations were taken down so we might 
prepare to enter the Season of Lent. We are glad for the many hands who 
made light work of removing and storing all the decorations. 

 
Welina mai to the newest members of the ‘Īao UCC ‘Ohana 
Our church has been blessed with the addition of 6 new members in the past weeks. It was a joy to 
welcome them and family members who attended to show their aloha as well! Church, please 
welcome:  

January 18: Alaundra Lopez and Kimi Lopez  
Alaundra, a faithful participant of the Y You Lead group, works in the 
Human Resources department at Aloha House. Kimi is a junior at 
King Kekaulike and was one of our beautiful Easter dancers.  
 
January 25: Cheryl Matsui, Mike Petersen, Liliola “Lili” Vehikite, & 
Makana Nakanishi  
 
Here is what Pastor Lauren said in worship to introduce them, 
 referring to to the Matthew passage, “You are the light of the world.”  

Cheryl is an active and 
passionate member of our 
Justice and Witnessing 
Community, she already 

volunteers with our tech… and her light shines.  And 
MIKE is already sharing his light in our Buildings 
and Grounds community AND was recently appointed 
deputy director of the County of Maui Department of 
Environmental Management… we need lots of light there 
- so we’re glad you share it, Mike!  Speaking of light, 
Makana works for MAUI ELECTRIC - take note, B & G! 
Her name means GIFT and she is one… And Lili is not 
only the granddaughter of Corrine Matsui-Lackey and 
Paul Lackey (not to mention niece of Cheryl 
Matsui)…but she brings LIGHT to the teeth of our 
community - working in a dental office… (and on Kalaupapa Sunday- it’s appropriate to note that Lili 
has worked with special needs keiki as well as in 
home health care… bringing light and love to our 
most vulnerable…. she and Makana met playing 
and coaching softball! We’re so happy they 
bring their light to our community.  
 
 
  

Left to right: Kimi Lopez, 
Pastor Lauren, and Alaundra 
Lopez 

Left to right: Moderator Shannon Ribao, Lili 
Vehikite, Makana Nakanishi, Cheryl Matsui, 
Mike Petersen, and Pastor Lauren. 
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All Church Clean Up 

 
People showed up in force to clean up, beautify, and do maintenance around the grounds.  Mahalo to 
all who poured out your time, energy, and sweat to spruce up our church. 

  

Before After During 
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Notes to the ‘Ohana 
As we transition through this season of change, let us remember to support one another and embrace 
the opportunities ahead. Your presence and participation in these gatherings will help strengthen our 
community as we move forward together. 
 

• ‘Īao UCC’s Annual Meeting will be held on February 1, immediately following worship. 
• On February 8, we will gather for a “Super Service” before the Super Bowl! 
• February 15 marks Pastor Lauren’s final service at ‘Īao UCC. After worship, Aloha Hour will be 

a potluck celebration of both Mardi Gras and Pastor Lauren’s ministry with us. 
• On February 22, we welcome Kahu Kalani who will begin his service to ‘Īao UCC as our 

bridge pastor. The worship service will include a special release and renewal liturgy. 
 
Lent is Coming! 
Once again, the three UCC churches in the “Wailuku Parish” will be collaborating in the special 
worship services helping us to observe Lent’s invitation to go deeper in our faith as we journey with 
Jesus to the Cross and beyond!  Here is the proposed schedule: 
 

Ash Wednesday - Feb. 18 
We will gather at Wailuku Union Church at 6:00 p.m.  Pastor Lauren will bring a message, 
and we will have the opportunity to begin our Lenten journey receiving the ashes on our 
foreheads or hands. 

 
Maundy Thursday - April 2 
We will invite our neighbors to ʻĪao UCC at 6:00 p.m. Kahu Wayne (Ka'ahumanu Church) 
will bring the manaʻo, and Kahu Kalani will preside. 
 

 
Easter Sunrise - April 5 
We will gather in Kaʻahumanu 
Church’s graveyard to welcome 
Christ’s victory over the tomb!  

Pastor Robb (Wailuku Union Church) will 
bring a message as we welcome the 
victorious dawn. E Ala E! 
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Save the Date- Our church council has 

voted to participate in solidarity with our 

Micronesian neighbors here on Maui. 

Please note that the parking stalls 

facing Main Street in our upper lot 

are reserved for the tenant renting 

Fujitomo Hall.  Please keep these 

spaces open for their use Monday 

through Saturday. 
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‘Īao United Church of Christ 
2371 W. Vineyard Street 
Wailuku, HI 96793–1626 
(808) 244-7353 
Email: office@iaoucc.org 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Address Services Requested 
 

 

What’s Inside… 
 
Pastor Lauren’s Rainbow Connections ...... 1/2 

Worship Schedule ......................................... 2 

Kalani’s Komment ......................................... 2 

Annual Reports ............................................. 3 

 Building & Grounds Community3Building & 
Grounds Community .................................. 3/4 

 ‘Īao Preschool Community ....................... 4 

 Justice and Witnessing Community ...... 5/6 

 Learning Community ............................... 7 

 Stewarding Community ........................... 8  

 Food Pantry ............................................. 9 

 Worshiping Community ....................... 10/6 

 Kosraean Community ............................ 11 

All in the Family ........................................... 12 

All Church Clean Up ................................... 13 

Notes to the ʻOhana .................................... 14 

January Calendar ............ 9February Calendar
 .................................................................... 15 

 

 

‘Īao United Church of Christ 
2371 W. Vineyard Street 
Wailuku, HI 96793–1626 

 
Office/Food Pantry (808) 244–7353 

Office hours: Mon. to Thurs., 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
or by appointment 

Food Pantry Monday 11a-2p 
 

Email: office@iaoucc.org 
Website: iaoucc.org 

facebook.com/groups/iaoucc/ 
 

IN PERSON/VIRTUAL SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:00 A.M. 
 
Pastor  Rev. Lauren Buck Medeiros 

Moderator  Shannon Ribao 

Office Volunteers Various Faithful Individuals 

Pianist  Various Gifted Individuals 

Newsletter Kalani Wong, editor 

ʻĪao Preschool Director  Flerida Iniba 

 
 

You are always welcome at ʻĪao UCC. 
 

We are a people of God living and sharing 
the love of Christ through words 

and actions 

If you no longer wish to 
receive this newsletter, 
check this box to mark 
as: “Return to Sender.” 


